Introduction/Foreword

Parental conflict can damage relationships and negatively affect children’s ability to do well at school and in other aspects of their lives. Schools based staff in Hartlepool became aware of the compelling international evidence of this and, using their own local experience, developed this resource that is now being made available to all schools across the Borough.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have learned that not all parental conflict is damaging but where it is frequent, intense and poorly resolved it can have a lasting impact on children. I am delighted to see that Hartlepool is at the forefront of a movement nationally to help prevent and to reduce the impact of parental conflict on children – by raising awareness with parents and those people who support families. 
School staff are ideally placed to know when a child or young person may be exposed to these circumstances at home and to be able to have a helpful conversation with parents so that they have every chance to manage their conflict in a more constructive way. 
I would like to thank the members of the Schools Reference Group who worked with the Healthy Relationship’s Partnership to develop this resource: Dianne Carr and Susan Larter (Eldon Grove Primary), Leanne Brown (West View Primary), Lisa Hornby (St Hilds Church of England School) and Kelly Morgan (Changing Futures North East).
This pack guides you through an awareness raising training session for your schools and will help you to think about how you can support your students and their parents. 
I hope that you are able to take full advantage of the resources and work with us to strengthen relationships with and between parents for the benefit of our children.
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